Nobody’s Cats read
around the world!

When we wrote this book with the help of our
local students, we knew it would be special. But
we didn't know that in less than a year over 13,000
copies would be distributed around the world!

Thanks to a Community Gaming Grant, every
elementary student in the Lakes District and many
classrooms across northwest BC received copies.
We also partnered with the BC SPCA to deliver over
2000 copies, including a teacher’s guide, to every
elementary school in BC. They also distributed
about 6000 copies to Kids’ Club members.

Many more have been purchased by animal lovers
and groups around the world. The book is being
enjoyed by children and adults in Japan, New
Zealand, Australia, China, Germany, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, Liberia, and in every state of the
US and province in Canada.

Groups like RedRover Readers are using the book
for lessons about community cats and how one
small person can make a big difference.

Everyone is impressed with how our community
worked together on this project. And most of all,
they are impressed with our local students and their
amazing story contributions, artwork and care for
the animals!

UNITED KINGDOM f /
CANADA

LIBERIA
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NEW ZEALAND

A lov ing Two paws up to

the Moxon family

home for' for adopting Sissy!
. She was rescued
a llttl& after being thrown
= off a bridge in
blaCk klttg' Moricetown.

Some of Sissy’s
siblings were not
rescued in time,
but thankfully Sissy

found a loving,
forever home.

If you see cruelty
like this, be part of
the solution!
Report all cruelty
- to the BC SPCA at
1.855.622.7722
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Be a Superhero & Save Lives
Choose the Adoption Option!

In Burns Lake, cats can be adopted from
the Simonds Sanctuary. Dogs and cats are
available for adoption from the Northwest
Animal Shelter in Smithers and the Prince
George Humane Society. Contact info for
these groups is on the back page. Lakes
Animal Friendship Society helps local
families with adoption. Our helper, Bailey,
is available for home checks.

Home Checks & Adoption Forms

Some people aren’t sure why they have
to have a home check or fill out a form to
adopt. Think of it this way—it is good for
you and your family, the animal and the
animal shelter!

Mother Millie Fund

X

Simonds Sanctuary

Prince George
HUMANE SOCIETY

a dog with long tangly hair? These are
good things to think about. The animal
needs a home where it will be healthy,
happy and safe. And, the animal shelter
needs to know the animal is going to
have an awesome forever home.

Making a Commitment

When you bring a pet into your family,

it is a lifelong commitment—that cat or
dog wants to be your “faithful furry friend
forever”! Do your homework and make a
smart choice! It is perfectly OK to choose
not to get a pet. You can give your love
to other animals in your neighbourhood
and community. Maybe you can be a

foster family, a dog walker, or some other
You want to make sure that you are getting type of volunteer!
an animal that is right for your family. Are

you an active family that does lots of hiking
and camping? Do you live in a small apartment?

Do you have the time or money to take care of

§i Northwest
U;' Animal Shelter
Best Friend Forever Contract

Cut out and have your whole family sign the ‘Best
Friends Forever Contract'

BEST FRIENDS FOREVER CONTRACT

We will take care of (name of pet). We will give our pet everything he/she needs:

% Fresh water

% Brushing and petting
& Safety

&% Veterinary care

% Good food

% Warm place to sleep
& Collar and ID Tag/Chip
% Healthy treats

% Fenced yard

% Exercise
% Playtime
% Love

& Training

] o Put a photo of your
% We will have the veterinarian spay (female) or neuter (male) them.

No more babies! There are many kittens and puppies that
don't have good homes.

pet here

Signed by the whole family

8
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YODA GETS A HOME () A JOB!

By Chris & Aiden Beach

A few months after we opened the Recycling
Depot at our new location last June, we started
recycling all kinds of new things like milk cartons,
pet food containers, pickle jars and grocery bags.
We then began to notice a few very plump mice
would come out of hiding when we closed our
doors every night. | was a little alarmed thinking
the mice might start scaring customers and eating
holes in our shipping bags.

So | asked a carpenter friend and he said the best
thing to do was to get a professional mouser.

| remembered you had told the kids about the
Mother Millie program in Burns Lake and | headed
over there. They told me to get a female cat as
they were the best mousers. They also told me
they had a siamese cat named Wilma. I had always
wanted to have a siamese cat so this was perfect!

| went home and told my son
| had a surprise—he had never

| had a pet before! He quickly

renamed our new pet Yoda

in honour of her expected

warrior mousing skill—in the

dark no less like a true Jedi!

| And the rest is history.

All the kids who come into the depot now have
to see Yoda as they tour the recycling facilities.
Aiden also has to say hello to Yoda everytime he
comes to the recycling depot and makes sure she
is freshly watered and fed.

PS: We haven’t seen a single mouse since the day
Yoda moved in!

MNoe Tooxer Tiewds. ..

Sometime last year, | saw a black, brown and white
cat with matted hair sitting outside my sliding glass
door at my house. It was in the winter time so it
was cold and icy outside. | tried to invite the cat
inside (1 don’t know if it was a boy or girl), but it
didn't want to come inside. It must be an outside
cat, | thought. Since it was so cold that night I got

a spare, old blanket and left it outside for the cat.

| also got it food and water. Everyday since the cat
always come back for food and water. Sierra, DLES

One day my dad, brother and me were driving
down a road and we saw a bag with something in
it. So we stopped to see what was in it. When we
opened the bag two tabby kittens were inside. So
we looked to see if anyone was around but no one
was so we brought the kittens home. We named
them Spongebob and Patrick. Colton, DLES

| have a dog my mom found him outside the store
in winter. He was very hungry. We had to feed him
5 times a day but after 1 week he was fine and love
loves me and | named him Chewy!!! Because he
chewed on everything but we love him me and my
family. Sam, WKE

One day a dog named Misty was found on the road.
Misty was shivering with fright, then a nice young
girl came and said “you should not be out here

alone!” “Come with me you can be my pet” said the
girl, “ will get you a nice house.” Abby, FLES

‘o
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Smlttg gets hig very happy ending!

Zero Dean

You love animals and want them to be
healthy, happy members of the family. Some
people just see animals as a way to make
money and don't care where they end up.

If you aren’t adopting from a caring group like
Mother Millie, Prince George Humane Society
or Northwest Animal Shelter—you need to do

some extra detective work.

Ask to see where the animals live

Someone who cares about their animals will show
you where the the animals live and play. You will be
able to tell if all the animals are healthy and happy.
If you can't see where the cats or dogs are living,
there is probably something the breeder doesn’t
want you to see.

sells them

Some pet stores work with animal rescue groups
or shelters to help animals get adopted. They will
clearly display which rescue or shelter the animals
come from. Support those pet stores! If the pet
store is SELLING pets, they are getting them from
someone who does not care if their cat or dog goes
to a loving home.

PAsk if the pet store adopts out animals or

W,
\a Critter Care News

The RCMP brought Smitty to the Northwest Animal Shelter. Smitty
spent the first year of his life tied to a porch. His family never spent any
time with him. He didn’t have enough food to eat. Living on his own all
the time, he was very scared.

Smitty spent time with a wonderful foster home. He learned to be a
happy dog. Now he loves going for hikes and playing with other dogs
and children. He was just adopted by a family in the Burns Lake area.
They love the outdoors and have lots of patience to keep working with
Smitty. Smitty’s story had a sad start—but what a happy ending!

“If you've ever thought “Someone should
do somethmg "—remember youre someonel”

Ask what types of dogs a br&ede

A breeder that really cares about the anlmals will
breed one, maybe two different breeds of dogs.
They will be an expert about their breeds. They will
know just what kind of family and home situation
will keep their dogs healthy, happy and safe.

Ask if there are multiple litters available

If there are many puppies or kittens available, it
is too hard for the breeder to make sure they will
have a good home.

Make sure there is a contract clearly stating
responsibilities and expectations

You are making a commitment to make the animal
your faithful furry friend forever. Breeders who

care will make sure you meet all the needs of the
pet. And, they will offer to take the pet back and
find it a good home if there are any problems or
something changes in your life.

Adapted from: Warning signs that you are buying from a
puppy mill, CBC News posted: Feb 10, 2016



GROOMING 1

Grooming your dog or cat is a very important part
of owning a pet and will not only make them look
their best, but it is important for their health.

Ever get a knot in your hair that made your head
hurt? Matted, tangled fur can be really painful

too. Bathing your pet using special shampoo and
brushing the fur helps prevent tangles. A dog or
cat with short hair needs very little brushing. A
dog or cat with medium or long hair needs regular
brushing. If your dog or cat has mats or tangles, do
not try to pull them out—because it hurts! Trying
to cut out matted hair is dangerous as you could
hurt yourself or your pet. Instead, take your pet to
a groomer or a veterinarian who can clip your pet's
hair safely.

Mom always says “Brush your teeth!"—for good
reasons. Cavities and infected gums hurt too! You
should brush your dog's teeth using special doggy
toothpaste. Dirty teeth can cause a sore mouth and
disease.

Vaccinating Your Dog or Gat

What is vaccination?

A vaccination is an injection (shot) that the
veterinarian gives your pet to help prevent them
from getting sick. Each vaccine protects against
different diseases.

How does a vaccine work?

When your pet gets a vaccination it helps the pet
make cells that fight disease. Then, if the pet gets
infected with the disease, the disease-fighting cells
are ready!

“Booster” shots are given when necessary, to keep
the disease fighting cells going.

HELPS YOUR PET STAY HEALTHY!

Long nails can grow into paws and can hurt to walk
on. If your dog's nails are getting long they need

to be carefully trimmed. This is another job the
groomer or veterinarian might need to help you
with.

Meet Stevie—she was badly matted because no
one would brush her. Before being groomed, she
could hardly see because her tangled hair covered
her eyes. Now that Stevie is clipped and clean, she
feels and looks much better!

Why should I vaccinate my pet?

Vaccines protect your pet from diseases that can
be very serious. The diseases can make your pet
very sick or die. They could spread very quickly and
hurt other pets. Some diseases like rabies can also
spread to humans and make them sick. Treatment
for pets that are sick is very expensive, way more
expensive than the vaccination.

Every year, Dusty has his annual visit to the vet.

At the annual visit, Dusty gets a checkup and the
vaccinations he needs to stay healthy.

Check out Dusty'’s visit to the vet on our YouTube channel!

www.youtube.com/LakesAnimalFriends

I love to visit my veterinarian!

Oh, Oh, here ces the poe!

Now [I'll stay healthy tlme for treats! 00
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LAST VISIT BY THE

CANADIAN ANIMAL ASSISTANCE TEAM!

Come to the 2016 Community Care Event and
watch veterinary surgeries on cats and dogs.

Be inspired by volunteers coming from across
Canada to help our local critters. Be one of those
volunteers!

DATE: Sunday June 5, Monday June 6 & Tuesday
June 7, 2016

TIME: 9am - 4pm
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED! WE FILL UP QUICKLY
EACH MORNING, SO SHOW UP EARLY!

LOCATION: Margaret Patrick Memorial Hall

EVERYONE IS WELCOME ~ WE
ENCOURAGE YOU TO COME JOIN THE
FUN—FACE PAINTING, DOG HOUSE
BUILDING AND PAINTING, AND OTHER
COOL ACTIVITIES!

CANADIAN ANIMAL
ASSISTANCE TEAM

The Canadian Animal Assistance Team will return
this spring to do spaying and neutering, health
checks, vaccinations and deworming of animals
from lower income families. Cost is by donation.
The Canadian Animal Assistance Team has helped
to spay and neuter about 600 dogs and cats in the
Burns Lake area since their first visit in 2011. Talk
about superheroes!

We are also looking for volunteers and donations
of cash, food and other items if you would like to
help the animals and help your community.

This is their LAST VISIT to Burns Lake. They need
to help other communities in northwestern BC. So
make sure you give the team a big “THANK YOU!”
when you see them.

And, like Ms. Ingram does for Dusty, save a

little every week so you can pay the bill for the
veterinary care your pet needs each year. Don't
forget to save extra in case of an emergency. We
are lucky in Burns Lake, we have a veterinary clinic!

W,
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© Lakes Animal Friendship Society
www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca
Illustrations by Nola Johnston (www.nolaj.ca)
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Tucker

Barley

Dusty

Zorro

Tilley

Glory-ah

Barry

Kiara

Copper

Zeus

Lily

Rusty

Red

Nana

Tayow

Amber

Bruobis

Molly

Mia

Jack

George

Jingle

Maya

Gracie

Nikita

Amy

Mocha

Bailey

Coda

Sasha
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Dusty DNA Contest Names
WordSearch II
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Hunter

Chopper

Monster

Tess

Tobey

Ozzy

Zeus

Rodeo
Matte
Lulu

Bear

Galaxy
Koa

Buddy
Ali

Spud

Wyatt

Jayda

Freya

Rascal

Touya

Willow

Soda

Remington

Amy

Ruger

Diego

Sparky

Maryo

Patches
Taz

Bunny
Charlie

Trixie
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Thanks to all the teachers and students who submitted artwork to the contest for our new book “Out of the
Cold"! Look for some of this artwork in the book when it hits local schools this fall. The artwork in this collage
was created by Katelyn, Peyton, Nicky, Gabie, Natalie, Carys, Mollie, Isaiah, Elizabeth, Jacqueline, Zoey, Summer,
Christina, Haley, Jessica, Ambrose, Serena, Cynthia,

cabie. Keagan, Do tiam, S (IEE (@13 G712 (E0]L[0] 2 watdeens: Kodon and Sarm.
e ——
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The fantastic community cat artwork on this page
was contributed by Sabrina, Ocean, Kimberly, Julia,
Dayna, Mariah, Aliana, Emily, Cherise, Jaden, Jessica,
Melvin, Jamie, Terri-Lynn, Ema and Logan.

<OMMUNITY ear Rt
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Darci Burtch and her rescued dogs Willow (*See Here are some

a photo of Darci and her pug, Willow, in our Dog things that two
Breed Spotlight story on the next page.) and Tucker principals shared
helped Lakes Animal Friendship Society last spring, with Darci after
summer and fall. Darci is a registered veterinary her visit to their
technician, which is like a nurse for animals. She schools:
helped with our community cat project, and also “Thank
did lots of classroom visits. Darci and Willow the Thank you

so much for

pug visited local students to talk about careers
working with animals. They also talked about
animal care and staying safe around dogs. Our local
students showed that they have learned a lot from
Ms. Ingram and Dusty in the past seven years!

coming into our school! | know that the students
really enjoyed it and the teachers found your
presentation very informative. You are most
welcome anytime!" — Janelle Hittel, Principal of

Kidala Elementary School in Kitimat
Darci and Willow hit the road in the fall, travelling

across northwest BC. They visited nine schools in
Smithers, Moricetown, New Hazelton, Kincolith,
Kitimat, Gitseguecla, and New Aiyansh. The lessons
about animal care and safety around dogs were
new for many students—the students were excited Darci talked to shelters and animal welfare groups
to learn more. along the way. Some shelter animals received new
handmade blankets to keep them warm and cozy
Lakes Animal Friendship Society left books, activities ~ while they wait to find their forever home. These
and games for each classroom so the lessons can blankets were made and donated by the students
continue. of Babine Elementary Secondary School and their
teacher Mrs. Robinson.

“Thank you again for your visit. You related your
message of caring for dogs very well to our
students.” — Patrick Phillips, Principal of Nathan
Barton Elementary in Kincolith

[ & * * * * % * %

Even children from as far
away as Toronto, Ontario are
supporting our local efforts!
William donated his birthday
money this year to help with
i our dog house project and
provide pet food to the local
food bank.

Instead of asking for
birthday gifts this year,
Jasmine collected money
for the Lakes Animal
Friendship Society.

This donation will help
dogs and cats in our
community.

*********’fETlH:N:K

And we can’t fdrget Grace and Taylor who once
again remembered the critters on their birthdays.

Wy
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Dog Breed Spotlight:

PUGS
PUGS
Pugs are sturdy and compact—

they can be good natured,
friendly, charming and stubborn.

Pugs were first bred in
China to be companion
dogs to Ancient Chinese
Emperors. Being a
companion dog is what
pugs love best! They love
people and want to be
with their family all the
time. Some would even call them ‘Velcro dogs’
because they stick to their owner wherever they go.

Pugs can be adorable
little clowns! Who could
resist the sweet funny
face of a dog like Willow?
Darci adopted Willow
from an animal shelter.

>

Willow is lucky to be part
of a family that knows
a lot about keeping
animals healthy. Here
are some things to think
about if you are thinking about adopting a pug:
they overheat really quickly and need a coat in
the cold
their bulgy eyes are easily injured
like other brachycephalic dogs (“scrunch” faced
dogs like bulldogs, Pekingese and Pugs) they
can have serious breathing problems
the folds of their skin must be kept clean and
dry as they get a lot of skin infections

The cost of vet visits can add up pretty quickly! So
make sure you do your research before you choose
which dog is best for your family.

Dog Training
Meet Jellybean, a dog from a
loving family that recognized
how important it is to train
your dog. Here's what
Jellybean’s owners had to say

about their challenges with
her:

“Jellybean did not want to
come when called, especially
when she was playing with

a friend. So, we took her to

a dog-training class with Brandie Baker of Baker's
Acres.

“In the class we learned to use Jellybean’s name
as a command. Once she started to look at us
when we called her name we moved on to having
her come when we called her. When she came to
us we gave her a treat. Then we taught her to sit.

“Now the whole family use the same commands
with Jellybean. If we all asked her to “sit” in
different ways, Jellybean would be confused.

“Jellybean now comes when we call her and has
much better manners!

; “We have to keep

b practicing so we don't
forget everything
. we've learned. It is
~ | important to spend
| time with your
dog and give them
exercise if you want a
well-behaved dog.”

Do you think dog training sounds like fun? Check
out the following list of resources to become a
professional dog trainer:
Canadian Association of Professional Pet Dog
Trainers (cappdt.ca)

¢ "
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THE GREAT BLANKET ADVENTURE

June 2015—from British Columbia to Mt. Shasta, California and back to Portland, Oregon—follow the
journey of a blanket handmade by students from BESS to help a pup travel to her forever home. A big
Paws Up! to the youth who made the beautiful blanket and to the organizations and volunteers who
helped a sweet pup find her loving forever family!

)] OREGON
SYHUMANE

Luck riding with her blanket from

{ ) Oregon Humane Society Humane Education Manager, Siskiyou Humane to Oregon Humane
Jessica (L) receives a blanket made by students from Society to find her forever home.
BESS who wanted to do something to help animals
in need—thanks to humane education programs 5 i [
run by Lakes Animal Friendship Society. Jessica gave <f
the blanket to the Second Chance (shelter transfer) Luck is carried
program manager, Jennifer (R). The blanket was off the Second
about to embark on a great adventure! Chance transport

W,
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vehicle and into

2 One of the the waiting arms
. of volunteers
volunteers who drives
at the Oregon
the Second Chance .
. Humane Society.
transport vehicle
took the blanket to
Siskiyou Humane
Society in Mount
Shasta, California.

@ The blanket was given
to a sweet puppy,
named Luck, to keep
her company during
the ride. What a lucky
~ dog!

¢

B Luck checks out - .

her new blanket in 6 Luck was checked out by OHS veterinarians and later
Mt. Shasta before spayed. She was made available for adoption—and
heading north. that same day, Luck was ADOPTED—and of course,

her blanket went with her!



CANADA DAY PARADE WAS “PAWSOME"!
Lakes Animal Friendship Society marched in the Canada Parade last July. A big
THANKS to all the student volunteers who represented the critters of our community!

The Lakes Animal Friendship Society held a contest to see who could guess the breeds in Dusty’s DNA.
We got a lot of great entries from our local dog breed detectives!

Noah (left) from Francois Lake Elementary School was the first prize
winner. He guessed that Dusty’s DNA included golden retriever

and Pomeranian. But nobody guessed the third breed—American
Staffordshire terrier! Noah’s prizes
included a DNA test kit for the
dog of his choice.

Kai (right) from Francois Lake
Elementary School won the

8 second prize draw from all the
% entries.

A big Paw'’s Up! for these two dog
breed detectives!

¢ 'p
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Animal Welfare Contacts

Lakes Animal Friendship Society, Southbank
valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca | www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca

Pet Adoptions:

Shelters & Rescue Organizations

If you are looking for a new family pet or know of an animal that
needs help, contact one of the organizations listed below:

Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic, Burns Lake
Simonds Cat Sanctuary : 250.692.7476

Prince George Humane Society, Prince George
www.pghumanesociety.ca
princegeorgehumanesociety@gmail.com or 250.640.7415

Northwest Animal Shelter, Smithers
Email info@nwas.ca or www.nwas.ca

Northern Animal Rescue Alliance, Terrace
www.northernanimalrescuealliance.com

Kitimat Humane Society, Kitimat
250.632.7373

BC SPCA North Cariboo, Prince George : 250.562.5511

BC SPCA Prince Rupert : 250.624.2859

Most organizations also list their adoptable animals on Petfinder
at www.petfinder.com. Search by city to find local pets.

To report animal cruelty or neglect:
BC SPCA Hotline: 1.855.622.7722
4

e 0
\\l\

Dog Tr'aining

Dog jumping up? Pulling on the
leash? Barking all the time? Dogs
aren’t born knowing the rules! A
little training goes a long way, for

both the dog and their guardian. |

Lakes Animal Friendship Society: basic training by
donation. Contact valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca

K-9 Angels: Tanya Hainstock:
www.k-9angels.net/training.html « K-9 Angels has
kennels too.

Bakers Acres Kennels: Brandie Baker:
250.692.64810r Bakers Acres Kennels on Facebook.
» Bakers Acres has kennels and a cattery, and also
offers doggie daycare, dog walks and grooming.

Lakes Animal Friendship on YouTubel!
http://www.youtube.com/LakesAnimalFriends

& WM P
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To our “Food for Pets in Need” program partners: Bandstra gives
us discounted rates on the shipping of tonnes of dog food each
year to Burns Lake. The food is donated by Jake and Daisy’s Raw
Pet Food. Starland unloads the food, Burns Lake Community
Forest stores the food, and helped us buy discounted food from
P&B Feeds when we ran short! The Lakes District Food Coalition
and Hayley distribute the food to the hungry critters. Talk about a
community effort!!

To Starland for helping us with the shipping of books for the
student education programs.

To Bailey for helping with home checks to make more animal
adoptions possible.

To Prince George Humane Society for helping our local dogs in
need of a good forever home.

To Prince George Petland for helping find forever homes for cats
from Mother Millie and selling our “Nobody's Cats” book.

To Debra, Ken, Lois and Jan for the incredible energy and passion
they are bringing to Lakes Animal Friendship Society.

To Woodland Bakery for supporting animal welfare in our
community.

To Fraser Lake Sawmills, Dirk Hofer and the industrial arts
students for helping keep dozens of dogs and cats warm. Forty
“Hofer House" packs were put together this past fall!

To the BC SPCA and RedRover Readers for making “Nobody's
Cats" a key part of humane education in hundreds of
communities.

To the BC SPCA and Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic for working
with us to help hundreds of community cats over the past three
years.

To the Burns Lake Veterinary Clinic for supporting us in helping
animals from lower-income families, including selling critter-
related items to raise money for LAFS.

To the members of the Association of Professional Humane
Educators (APHE) for sharing your wisdom and resources.

To Allana Sullivan of Mouse in a Box for super web site
maintenance!

To Lisa and Lakes District Free Classifieds for your ongoing
support and taking on the printing of this newsletter!

To The Cutting Board and Linda Curry for sharing some awesome
vegan recipes with us. Thanks to you, our volunteers have been
powered by delicious, nutritious and critter-friendly meals and
snacks!

To SEDA for your support and getting our messages out!

To the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako for your continuing
support!

To Pet Connections for supporting us with their calendar campaign.

To the school administrators, teachers and staff who have
included us in their efforts to promote care, compassion and
safety.

Critter Care News is written and produced by Valerie Ingram and Alistair Schroff of Lakes Animal Friendship Society. For

more information about our work or to find out how you can get involved in helping the companion animals
(critters) in our region, visit our website at www.lakesanimalfriendship.ca or email valerie@lakesanimalfriendship.ca. Lakes
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Animal Friendship Society is a partner of the Community Coalition for Animal Welfare, visit www.animalwelfarebc.org
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